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	Today we continue our focus on what it means to be a military veteran in Iowa.
	Iowa Public Radio reporter Rob Dillard has met with military service organizations and health-care providers in an attempt to uncover issues that face many veterans on their return to civilian life.
	Now, he takes on a lighter topic.
	Rob has found a bunch of Iowa veterans who are in the entertainment business – tooting horns, pounding drums and bringing joy to audiences statewide.
5:56
6:25 (total)
(music in)
	As the president of the Iowa Military Veterans Band – Sam Calahan – tells it, band members thought they were coming together on a lark for a one-night gig.
Callahan :18 “The band was first formed to perform at a dedication at the Iowa Capitol for World War II veterans. And then beyond that the members and the people who heard the band wanted it to continue.”
(bring up Stars & Stripes) :08
	That was in 1996.
	Callahan – a former Army artillery man – was playing trombone that night.
And he still is in a band that now boasts more than a hundred members – veterans from all branches of the military who join to perform at least nine concerts a year across the state.
	They play under the baton of conductor James Goodwin – a former saxophonist with the 34th Army National Guard Band, who now teaches music in the Des Moines school system.
Goodwin :20 “Some of the musicians have been musicians all their lives, such as myself, and music teachers even, others have played in Army bands in years past, but some of the players were in the military to do other things like artillery or signal or various jobs in the military and they just happen to play an instrument.”
	The group bills itself as the only statewide, all-military-veterans band in the country.
	It stages an annual Veterans Day concert that fills the Civic Center in downtown Des Moines.
	It appears often under the stars on the lawn west of the State Capitol.
	Sitting front-row center for many of these concerts is Larry Spencer and his wife Anne from West Des Moines.
	Spencer was a prisoner of war in Vietnam for seven years.
He was shot down during a bombing mission in 1966 and became a resident of the infamous camp known as the Hanoi Hilton.
	Tough as it was, Spencer says, he made some tight friendships during his military career and the music played by the Iowa Military Veterans Band reminds him of them.
Spencer :25 “When you’ve been a veteran yourself, you’ve had the opportunity to serve, they take on a little special meaning, and just like songs all have a story, when you think about where you were when you heard some of those songs played, you think about the people you served with and everything, there’s an emotional aspect to music.”
	Spencer says the tunes take him back to Fourth of July celebrations before and after the war, happy times he says.
	For trumpeter Don Samuelson, a member of the band for seven years, it’s responses like this that make him willing to volunteer hours of rehearsal, travel and concert time.
Samuelson :23 “You know you see people in playing these concerts that have lost limbs or have mental problems or whatever and, you know, we owe them so much more than we can ever repay, and it’s my way personally of saying thank you, I can do this for you, you did much more for me.”
	The group’s repertoire consists, for the most part, of traditional American marches and patriotic melodies – songs like “Stars and Stripes Forever,” “Washington Post March” and “Battle Hymn of the Republic.”
	But conductor Goodwin says he mixes in some toe-tappers, as well.
Goodwin :18 “We always like to at least end the concert with several patriotic numbers and intersperse them throughout the concerts, but we also choose a variety of music that nearly everyone can enjoy, for instance show tunes as well as maybe a swing tune or two, Latin tunes.”
( bring up “Girl from Ipanema”) :13
	Band members are scattered around much of the state.
Many are retired, but not all, making rehearsal time a precious commodity.
Musician Samuelson was recruited for the band because he’s blown the horn since he was in fifth grade and played in military bands for more than 42 years.
Samuelson :21 “I think I can value things in music such as intonation and the type of music played and so forth and quite frankly when you consider that probably the median age of our group is in the 60s, we’ve got some people in the 80s, you know, there are still some pretty good horn blowers in there.”
	And Samuelson says he’s often struck with a stab of emotion as the notes blare forth.
Samuelson :15 “I really think a piece that brings a little tear to my eye every time we play it and we close a lot of concerts with it is the Carmen Dragon arrangement of “America the Beautiful,” I can get a chill in my spine from that.”
(bring up “America the Beautiful”) :15
	The Iowa Military Veterans Band begins its summer concert season Sunday night June 12th on the State Capitol grounds.
	In Des Moines, I’m Rob Dillard, Iowa Public Radio news.
(music out :22)
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